
 

Classroom News

September 30 - October 4 

October 14 
No School - Columbus Day 

October 25 
October Book Orders Due! 

(optional) 

October 31 
Halloween & Classroom Party 

+Sign-up for parent teacher 
conferences! 

*Please make sure your child has 
recorder for music and a pair of 

headphones here at school 

Remindersx

Reading/ELA 
Reading Focus: Main Idea and Details 

 Both this and next week we will be learning about the compare and 
contrast text structure. We spent this week exploring how authors choose the 
compare and contrast text structure when they want to show relationships 
between two or more things. We are learning about and looking for words 
that signal this type of text structure such as: but, however, although, yet, 
similarly, on the other hand, while, for instance. We have been using graphic 
organizers, specifically a Venn Diagram, to organize the similarities and 
differences found within a text or other media.  

Current Read Aloud: Among The Hidden 

Writing 
The Essential Questions we addressed in writing this week were: 
• How can authors hook readers so that they will want to read their 

report?  
• How can authors use topic and concluding sentences to organize their 

information?  
• How can authors cite where their research comes from?  

Now that the class has written their first draft of their informational report, 
we have been learning about how authors do specific things in their writing to 
make it stronger. We have been working on applying these things such as 
hooks, topic and concluding sentences, etc. to make enhance their writing. 

Math 
The math focus this week has been 
on… 
• Problem solving with greater 

numbers using addition and 
subtraction 

• Using the CUBES strategy 

Social Studies 
This week we read about Illinois and 
the midwest region. We also read 
about land and other regions. Some 
vocabulary words we covered 
include: landform, mesa, plateau, 
canyon, flood plain, region, desert 
and boundary. We ended the week by 
exploring maps of Illinois through 
history. After being presented with 
questions, students had to look at and 
interpret a variety of historical maps 
of Illinois to find the answers.  

Learning Focus

x
Today, author Greg van Eekhout came to Lincoln! Greg 
spoke to the intermediate grades about their career as an 
author and about his new book, Cog.  

If you are interested in ordering a 
personalized copy of his new 
book, there will be a limited 
supply of signed books 
available for purchase 
through Friday, October 
11th.  

A note from Mrs. Fitzx ww




